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Presentation Notes
My name is Rod Dole and I am the Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector for the County of Sonoma, and also the program administrator for Sonoma County’s AB 811 program, the Sonoma County Energy Independence Program. 





Status of Energy Independence

SCEIP opened on March 25SCEIP opened on March 25thth, 2009., 2009.

The first contract was signed on April 16The first contract was signed on April 16thth, 2009., 2009.

Almost Forty million dollars in applications for efficiency upgrAlmost Forty million dollars in applications for efficiency upgrades!ades!

Harness the Power of AB 811Harness the Power of AB 811

Reduce emissions and create jobs; weReduce emissions and create jobs; we’’re all in it together.re all in it together.
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This is a snapshot of our program at this point. Our Board of Supervisors convened a hearing on site at our storefront on Wednesday, and formally adopted the program 3/25.  



In 4 weeks, we have had 5 cities completely enrolled in the program – we’ve been advised that it’s a program and not a district, technically…and have more than 28 million dollars in applications to date. 



Our bond  counsel advised us to first solicit the commitment by resolution of each city in the County to join the program and accept the boundary on an opt-in basis before adopting the program, and then to have each city pass a resolution to join, and then adopt the program, and then contract with each city to formally partner with them. This avoids the need to amend the program later for late arrivals – lesson number 1, advance legal planning is a very good thing!



How can AB 811 Benefit you?How can AB 811 Benefit you?

• GHG reduction
• Enables property owners to go green 
• Rebates and tax credits
• Creates GREEN jobs
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Our program that was created to enable property owners to make responsible and affordable energy and resource conservation improvements. Financing will assist in qualifying for Rebates and tax credits at or below home equity interest rates. Easy payment plan through the property tax system over as many as 20 years. We want to meet our County-wide ghg reduction goals! 











Who is included in our program?

The County, and all nine cities are participating!
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We decided that we would make our boundaries the County boundary, but you can decide on whatever works best for you. We were lucky to have all of our cities join in and adopt our program. Anyone who owns property in Sonoma County can apply for our program- for the property within Sonoma County borders. 



In addition to the obvious benefits to the environment, this program creates green jobs, creates green homes, and a better and more affordable way of life to the participants.







Seven Eligibility RequirementsSeven Eligibility Requirements

•Legal owner(s) of property

•Current on mortgage(s)

•Current on property taxes

•No Bankruptcy

•No involuntary liens on the property

•Less than 10% value of the property

•Within geographical boundaries



AssessmentsAssessments
An assessment is an added item on your 

 property tax bill. 

Often confused with re‐assessing the 

 property.

Paid twice a year with the property taxes.

Remain with the property for up to 20 

 years. 

Do not impact the credit score of the 

 property owner. 

If the house is sold, the assessment 

 remains with the property.

AssessmentsAssessments



AB 811 AB 811 –– FFINANCESINANCES

Assessments to 
participants; 

7% Interest will 
cover 

administration costs 
plus Treasury note.

SCEIP Program

Initial $100 Million 
Dollar 

commitment

$45 Million in 
Treasury Notes

$55 Million 
from SCWA

Property Tax 
System-

 

Assessments 
repaid through 

Twice yearly Tax 
payments

Bonds;
when loan volume 
reaches threshold.

$100 Million Financing$100 Million Financing
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Visually, this shows how the process could work. 

Again:

Starting with the Treasury note in Green, you can follow the flow of dollars, going to the program, program participants, back through the property tax system, and Bonds or long term financing “refreshing” this cycle when we reach the Treasury’s limit on investment.



$100 Million Funding $100 Million Funding 
Current Applications in DollarsCurrent Applications in Dollars
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$  39,986,274.69 (1/22/10) in energy and water efficiency requests! 



The great part is that not only are we are funding energy efficiency improvements, but also green jobs, economic growth, and technological advancements. We are reducing the greenhouse gas emissions in our county, creating a better understanding of available rebates and programs and working with our utility to create better opportunities for property owners. 









Applications ReceivedApplications Received
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This graph shows the total Application Volume by Improvement Project Type. So far, as you can see from this graph, most of the projects we have 544 Solar projects, but 303 have been brand new dual pane energy efficient windows, and other upgrades ranging from insulation to tankless hot water. As professionals in the field, you know that simple upgrades like solar on demand hot water heaters and new windows can dramatically increase the value of the home. Just having this program available gives you more power as a real estate agent to say, “well, this property is a good value, and using the Energy Independence Program you can turn it into the house you really want.”

Overview of applications:



SOLAR 544



MULTIPLE IMPROVMENTS (windows and insulation, solar and  windows, etc.)  75



WINDOWS 303



Insulation 75



Cool Roof 124



Furnace 58



HVAC 64



Tankless Hot Water 37



\







Sonoma County and Neighboring 
Counties Job Growth
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Presentation Notes
Source: California Employment Development Department

Figure A shows construction-related jobs increased 7.5% in Sonoma County in October 2009 compared to January 2009. Both neighboring Napa and Solano Counties (neither county has a program similar to SCEIP) decreased in job growth comparing the same two respective months



SCEIP Web site SCEIP Web site 



SCEIP
404 AVIATION BOULEVARD, SANTA 

ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95403
PHONE:  (707) 521-6200     

FAX (707) 524-3769

energyinfo@sonomacountyenergy.org

www.sonomacountyenergy.org

RDole@Sonoma-County.org
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Thank you. I’m Rod Dole. Please feel free to contact me with your questions. 

mailto:energyinfo@sonomacountyenergy.org
http://www.sonomacountyenergy.org/
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